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b }‘Jﬁ clie The Characteristics of Letters

The characteristics of the letters are what differentiate letters from others that share the same
articulation point. If the student of the Qur’an is not applying all the characteristics of the
particular letter he/she is articulating, it will sound either like a totally different letter, or will
sound incorrect at the very least. The correct application of the characteristics of the letters
makes the letters clearer, and teaches the various timings of the saakin letters, a very important
aspect to good Qur’anic recitation. Studying the characteristics makes clear which letters are
strong in make up, and which are weak. From this it is clear that the study of the characteristics
of the letters and their application is a very important part of tajweed. Indeed, the application of
the characteristics of letters is what differentiates a good reciter from an average one.

A RO :.‘;iJ'U, rli G [ it 3 \gds w9 Linguistic definition of characteristics: What
serves the purpose of describing the meaning. This can be in the way of physical descriptions
such as white and black, or can be abstract descriptions such as education.

" 2 4. . e .0 . PR P P P
ag_rpu_azz__:d‘:s_ujcj_-m»hg_ff{wdﬁfef%wfwl {’fﬁgt Eﬁf C&\h&ﬁ‘ ‘3
Applied definition: The mode of demonstration of the letter when it occurs at its articulation
point, which differentiates it from others (other letters).

Two Divisions of Characteristics

wtheo § 2
1. ddeelt oall Intrinsic or Basic Characteristics : These are characteristics that are part

of the intrinsic make up of the letter and never leave the letter. This is what will be discussed in
this section.

T TIRY . . - .
2. & Al il Incidental or Conditional Characteristics: These are characteristics which

are present in a letter in some cases, and not present in the letter in other cases. An example of

this would be pléal. These are covered in other areas of this book (included in part one), and not

discussed in this chapter.

ieoN! C\R): Intrinsic or Basic Characteristics

There are eight characteristics in pairs; each characteristic of the pair is opposite to the other
characteristic in the pair. There are also seven singular characteristics that have no opposites.
Every letter has at least four characteristics, one of each of the pairs of opposites.
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Eight Characteristics that have Opposites 3l <t 93 ilde AR

i&.a)l The Characieristic Laly Tts Opposite
u--u’aji The Whisper ,g:j | The Apparent
oL (Cadly Lo 2 5 gt N
The Strength Softness
The In Between
s azw¥! The Elevated JlizwY) The Lowered
JSLbY! The Adhesioned 7 \26Y! The Opened

Seven Characteristics without Opposites LgJ sl ¥ Olde o

I. piall  The Whistle

2. o The Softness

3. <3 4Yl The Drifting

4. ) S The Repetition

5. &l The Spreading Around
6. WUzzuY!  The Lengthening

7. The Nasalization

' Some scholars, and Imam Ibn Al-Jazaree is of them, mentioned two other characteristics
with opposites, 15y Y (The forbidden and the fluent). These two characteristics are

part of Arabic phonology, but have no application to tajweed of the letters nor effect on the

pronunciation of the letters,
7
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Characteristics that have Opposites Sl U 2l kel

(o)) The Whisper 4> The Apparent
cLed: Bl 3 opteyl aall 3

Linguistic Definition: Concealiment

Linguistic Definition: Apparent

s lBl Qe il o xSl @
e SUBYH Lane Do st aaal AL

Applied tajweed definition: Running on
of breath when pronouncing the letter due
to its weakness in its origin, which
originated from weakness of relying on the
letter at its articulation point of origin.

gl e il 05 Lpledt o SaoW)
o <o SV e amaldl S5 OO

-

Applied tajweed definition: Imprisonment
of the flowing of breath when pronouncing
a letter due to its strength which criginated
from relying on the letter at its articulation
point.

@ -
ne.. L LA ’1.’ sl

amed’ :lgd g o Tts Letters

Its letters: The rest of the Arabic
alphabet
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3301 The Strength

(dty L’ The In-

between

835"} The Softness

5330 3

Linguistic definition:
Strength

JAz2 Y sl

Linguistic definition:
Moderation

cpdll ARl

Linguistic definition:
Softness

:Cbi.la..p’:ﬂ J aksdl
wpall S f
A R Rt

o LY JUS

- -

o ———
Applied _ tajweed
definition:

Imprisonment of the
running of the sound

:C)kh_..;i'l g Lw gt
ST AR Ry

o B ow E

i g 502 Lip LY (]

A =
S ey 5y
P G oy 2, e
=t 3 S y—all jan
A ",_hﬁ']l e A.\ez:u”' ’
Applied tajweed

definition: The letter is
in between the two

:cb&-.a‘ﬁl g 5}\:"-J.H

S50 e el By
P R S I PR

.G_;;;Ja
Applied tajweed
definition; Running on of

the sound with the letter
due to weakness in reliance

when pronouncing a on the articulation point.
letter due to characteristics; between
complete reliance on strength and softness so
the articulation that the sound is partially
point. imprisoned and partially
running when
pronouncing the letter.
no,, gﬁ - ‘hi :-\P'f“ B-L:n.“ J wa - L2ty :‘b-‘ 4 G—’ 1ts letters: the rest of the
PR 27 St "’E # e Arabic alphabet

Fruits of the Characteristics of 595"}l 5 Jaw @31 320

There are 28 letters that can be voweled, alif is not included in the number, since the alif never
has a vowel and is always saakinah. The vowels are equal in timing between ail letters, no

matter whether the letter has the characteristic of 505 (strength), -2’y (in between), or s >

(softness). No letter is longer than another when they are voweled; all vowels are equal. An

example can be drawn in the word "o ,—>"; each letter has a vowel, and in this word it so

happens that all the letters have a fathah (Ai_>%) as a vowel. The first letter in this word is a

5Lz, which has the characteristic of & sl>= ,, or softness, the second letter is a &), which has the
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characteristic of la 57 (in between sofiness and strength), and the third letter is a +L:, which has
the characteristic of 54— (strength); yet when this word is recited properly, the timing of the

Ly sl (sl are equal. No voweled letter is longer in timing than the other.

When there is a sukoon on the Arabic letters, the case is different. There is a difference in

timing of the saakinah letters depending on whether they have the characteristic of cl_:u or
4o g5, or 81>, The shortest timing for saakinah letters is for the letters of E:\_-:i (which are:
”c:g; ;iﬂ J«f.-f"). The saakinah J2s & letters have a longer timing than those of 3:\_:5, and the
saakinah letters of the 2 4> y group have a longer timing than that of the L °F group of letters

(the J.;D u) group).

All saakinah 5 s> ; letters have equal timing to each other. This means that . should have the
same timing as EC, and A , as well as all other letters of this group of 3y g8 In the same line of
thought, all letters of J:-w_g: that have a sukoon are equal in timing to each other. The J should
have the same timing as , etc. This law of equality among similes was documented by Al-

2% sk z . PR TR AP APV
Imam Al-Jazaree, in his poem a—ola; Of 0T, {6 ,66 Je Cond Ud dadiell 14 glais | when he

said:

?F’TS o ,J’a-» L_gf J2alliy (and the parallel of an utterance is the same as it}.

1If we look at the first aayah of the Faatihah, we can analyze this further.

[ +:aita] § e I 8 ST e o

-

The first letter of the first word, s has a vowel, so it takes the time that all vowels have of

one vowel count. The second letter is a (- with a sukoon, and we know that the [n— has the
characteristic of & s> ;, and we also know that the 5 s> ; group of letters has the longest timing
of all the other letters, when saakin. We keep in mind though, that all 35l letters that are

saakinah are equal in length to each other. The third letter, a — has a vowel, so it has the

timing that all voweled letters have. The fourth letter that is pronounced is the saakin letter of

ﬁ it g
the shaddah, a 45"l #Y, in the word: 40} and of the =7 group, so it gets a timing a little

shorter than that of the &5 L (s that was in the previous word. The next letter is the second

¢ of the 3%, a laam with a fathah (5-—;5), and this gets the timing all voweled letters get.

10
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After this is an alif, which is always in a lengthened state, and it receives the measure of two
vowel counts. After that, there is a +L» with a kasrah, so it receives the timing of one vowel
count, equal to all other vowels. The next pronounced letter is the first part of the shaddah on

the ¢}, a s, with a sukoon; this is the first pronounced letter of the word: u‘_f*j.” . The ¢,

is of the k%’ group of letters, so it receives an in between amount of timing, exactly the same
timing of the laam saakinah in the word . The following letter is the second part of the
shaddah, a ¢}y with a fathah (3;5-';) » 80 it receives one vowel count of timing. After this there is
a sl with a sukoon on it. This letter is of the 3 s—=, group of letters, and as previously
discussed they have the longest timing of all saakinah letters. The p+—= that follows this has a
fathah (ﬁ), and therefore receives one vowel count. It is followed by an alif, which receives
the equal of two vowel counts. The O, witha 3;_1\’5 that comes after the alif receives one

vowel count, The next pronounced letter is the first part of the <!, that has a shaddah on it, a !,

717 o
5L of the word: _es>- J” It is of the l2 5 group of letters, so it receives an in between

amount of timing, and equal to all other letters of this same group. The following letter is the
second part of the shaddah, a !, with a fathah, so it receives one vowel count of timing. After

this, there is a ¢\~ with a kasrah on it, and it therefore receives one vowel count. A isdha sl

comes next, and as previously studied in the mndooed section, it receives two vowel counts if not

followed by a hamzah or sukoon. In this case, we will be stopping on the word ,o..,_.‘:-j.i | and

L . e
therefore will be putting a circumstantial sukoon on the ¢=. There is then a © _,§-~U ke Ja,

and the ¢4 therefore will be lengthened 2, 4, or 6 counts. The last letter, a = will be stopped on
with a sukoon, and therefore will have an “in between” amount of timing on it; the same of all
saakinah letters of the k' group of letters.

In conclusion, all voweled letters are equal in time to one another; all getting one vowel count.
Saakinah letters have different lengths of timing depending on which group they belong to. The

letters of the 3 5L group have the longest timing, yet they are equal in timing to each other.
The "5 group of letiers have a shorter amount of timing when saakinah, but again, equal to

cach other. The 31% letters have the shortest timing of all the saakinah letters, and are equal to

each other.
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s*AxsN! The Elevated

JLE:.’.»‘:H The Lowered

FLEOY sadl
Linguistic definition: Elevation

oLy Al 3

Linguistic definition: Dropping or Lowering

PR S ROR P W
el g L i L el
it oty gl ke oty

.

Applied  tajweed  definition:
Directing pressure of the letter to the

roof of the mouth due to an
elevation of the deepest part of the
tongue when pronouncing an
“elevated” letter [letter from this

group].

S e ) Gt bl £ i aeh
JELD Gl gt oy ¢ st 2

Applied tajweed definition: The absence of
pressuring the letter to the roof of the mouth due to
the lack of raising the deepest part of the tongue
when pronouncing a “lowered” letter fletter from
this group].

" e e gy

The rest of the letters in the Arabic alphabet

34! The Adhesion

= 245} The Open

LYy Al 3
Linguistic definition: Adhering

SUAYI A s

Linguistic definition: Separation

;,_")’ & 13 - ‘.’|' :C%—-JY‘ ‘:'é
’ 2 w T T e e e
STy oL L ket GOSN,

S

Applied tajweed definition: The
compression of the sound of the

“3L__LI" letter between the tongue

and roof of the mouth.

LA NS RV RS IV T
BN Sy ol £

Applied tajweed definition: The absence of
compression of the sound of the letter of “Cl_i&f'u”

between the tongue and the roof of the mouth.

T el A Blo" tlghy

The rest of the Arabic alphabet
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W L ¥ ) wldall Characteristics that have no Opposites

w2l The Whistle

s plall 0oy 3N § ady 0
Its linguistic definition: Sharpness of sound

4 . = - . s 1 PRSP VEPR I L 2 .
.‘j.g_-.'ogsj_:zug_sojj_)_no_ﬁ‘w :.JJ_>-J'I A;)_,_.,::L_b_aod_a- C)Ua._._..p\!'l@
Its Applied Definition: Sharpness in the sound of the letter produced from it transversing
through a tight passage.

Its letters are three: ¢pwd! —gP —aladl feR B Lghg o

! The Softness

Yppdl 1 38 (3 Tts linguistic definition: Easiness

e wes " * P P S B ] .
UL:..JJ';U_L’GMJ;_FU_AZJ_,.g_L uJ"‘u_“-’J_"J‘CJJ—"C%‘_‘p.ﬂ@
Its Applied Definition: Emitting the letter from its articulation point with ease without effort
from the tongue,

Loghd Lo Zom 2l OLS™LL ot 5 bl sisl cOtdt st 5 51 g0 13 g o Tts letters
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AV >Y1 The Drifting

ead! &MY 3 Tts linguistic definition: Drifting

B b O il Ly 6 JUST R0 G e i i Mot

Its Applied Definition: Drifting of the sound of the letter due to the incomplete running caused
by the tongue turning from its path.

si gl g o3 1 Lgdy o~ Tis letters

I L e (5’,:5-” The difference between the “drifting” in the Y and ¢!,

ot Gy b Tl et Y oL L O DS U e o e GBIl 0,
- - - ” " - . Rl - - - ’J .
Aty IOl TTh LG T o geall O35 Sl 550 G

The deviation of the sound of the Y is to the sides of the tip due to the tip blocking the route of

the #Y . The deviation of the sound of the letter s/, is from the sides of the tongue in to the
middle of the tongue.

The tip of the tongue closes off the articulation point of the ‘-\' , the sound then deviates off

towards the sides of the tongue.

The sl ; sticks at the front of the tip to the articulation point, and the sound needs to escape so
that there will not be ! Jil (the next characteristic to be discussed). A small space at the very
tip of the tongue is made so the sound can escape out of the mouth, excess trilling of &/, is
avoided. This is the reason both of these letiers have the characteristic of J . 5 instead of

8 gl .

14
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&3 The Repetition

5T o 5,0 ;‘__’.‘iﬂ aaxlef 3l (3 4y 5 Tts language definition: Repetition of something once or

more,
is 1_A1J.\,-.=JJ Lq}fuwé:;wm;uujmﬁuuuuwl JJ.L: t,uJ Caua..a'g!g
o B b 3y 5 50 gl

Its Applied Definition: The light trilling of the tongue when pronouncing the ¢/ due to its tight
articzlation point. The reciter should be careful not to exaggerate the repetition leading to the

oceurrence of more than one of the letter ¢! ),

s-'uﬂ JJ}!Jufqultsletter

‘;.331 The Spreading around

Lag¥i s azll) 8 44 i Its definition : Spreading around

e uL..DU WPt wu fnm o e ;u.,\ Wh <y ju.;,a Garp oWt @

R

Iis Apphed Definition: Spread.mg the sound of the letter “sheeu startmg from its articulation
point until it collides with the inmer plates of the fop teeth.

il s gay doiy U3 ab o~ Tts letter

15
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iau¥! The Lengthening

SlAzs ¥ a3\ (3 Lghs 5 Its linguistic definition : Lengthening

4 el L) B S B el 35 2081 ) 0l F Bull o Sl
- - - - - - e rr - P . . - 4’._}—:

R N O gk oDl L

Its Applied Definition: It is the pushing of the tongue forward after it collides at its articulation
point, and this is due to the influence the compression of sound on it (the tongue), until the tip

of the tongue lightly touches the gum line of the two top front incisors.
Note: The forward pushing is mechanical; the sound should not travel forward with this

involuntary movement. If the sound went forward with it, the sound of >z!i would then end up
sounding like a J5, which is incorrect. The lengthened sound of 3Lzl is that of its

characteristic of 5 st> , and should be as long as 5 s\= J}i in any other letter that has & s> .

sl 1,2 ety U5 4 s letter

1‘-331 The Nasalization

R Ll 2t L T S
pamd r i o S e (R D Lgh A
Its linguistic definition: A nasal sound that is emitted from the nose.

This is a required or intrinsic characteristic of the 03— and y-—» and cannot be separated from

these two letters.

A note about the O ¢ and ¢ and the reason for them being in the Jaw A group.

If we dissect the 7 # and characteristic of the “& in the O ¢ and (== into separate entities, we
can understand why the two letters are of the -2 42+ group. Closing off the nostrils can
eliminate the characteristic of the 14, 'When this is done and we try to say O 5 or ¢+ We notice
that there is imprisonment of the running of the sound (s4—2%). On the other hand, if we emita
& without using any ¢ of a letter, it is noticed that there is running of the sound (2 A= ).

When we put the two together again, we end up with Jaw ya.

16
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The Characteristics as Documented in & ;’;3.:31 Poem on Tajweed

Al-Imam Al Jazaree in his poem s of ol &) t5,6 e Gt U adall VRIS Et|

out the characteristics and their letters to make their memorization easier.

AR 0 - bl -

()

W o s B ~alf a ~o 3 So - W o

‘_}JJ-«#JJH—-WC._LJ L}.A‘MFJJJG}-LG_‘LM

o P 0~ M. L5 gL

<5 ki e j,jJL;j_,_u CS bt o [ gan

PP voavn

""‘”h’“"u‘“" :lzc;-w.s P -bim-‘by,; s

a~sofa & 83 o e # - 3 L

at ol iy peli '-Juﬁﬂ_p A_o_._\_l:.»:oLla;L.L:aL,asL.oj

u__Ub;_-l}-;,Ja_a A_I_U..B Cﬂ:‘-"L_EUJ JLﬂZL;W

P N o e g P S

lﬁ?r}un.ﬂ u.!‘_):-u\,bc‘-q.g_l...;! boezadly o LS =y sl

5/.4’

o A 8 -2 1
J.h....«‘ blﬁ" U‘-“-n L}:-’?,J—"}JS:;J‘ L,J‘Jlrwl‘;’q

The meaning of the lines of poetry is;

Its [the letter’s] characteristics are apparent ( ¢>), softness (s ; or s /=) and lowered

(JL&:,.,-I\J,A:‘..«), opened (s \CL:ﬁJk ), desisted (M\o@b, and the opposite [of

them] say: [The following are the opposites of these named characteristics and their letters.
[The first group of characteristics has the remaining letters left afier the opposite

characteristic’s letters are taken out.] Its whispered (_» j_n.@.»\u._é") [letters are]
"c..’ﬂfa 94.-“- d-:;;d;", its strengthened (&ﬁ\if‘-:‘&) [letters are] "_—,’g_; ;]ag J\f.-f" and between
soft and strengthened (Wil g g5 ) [are the letters] " J—:»-’ﬁ :-)", and the seven elevated are
gathered ( s# \sMazl) [in the phrase of] -Lﬂ -E;-:a ca=". [The letters] sl ol 3Lz ool
[have the characteristic of] (ii2a\3Lb), [and] ‘__ﬂ_i o— J_'a" [have the characteristic
of](azlis BY3), Tts whistle (siwe) [has the letters of] Jnr cs} ¢3be. The Lili [has the

i7
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letters] ";A_;.— L,LJ:" " [And the letters of] softness (c——t) [are] o'y and L, [that have a]
sukoon and a fathah (3«;5;) before them, and the drifting (Jl;’ﬁ'w) is correct on the Y and
the sl , and on it [the ¢/,] the repetition (,},—S \ — Sy, And fihe characteristic of]
spreading (QJJ:H) is on the 'n%, and [the letter] >l— has the characteristic of lengthening

( Mzt \aftlazaly,

cinall g 8 o)l Cor o CHiall i Divisions of Characteristics According to
Strength and the Weakness

The preceding characteristics are divided into three groups:
:4) 4t S\dalt The Strong Characteristics

N ez chLE.::M c};]ﬁ\ u..ﬁ'l_).s':-\"l calalal :J}a':aj'u (BLBY e Mana ¥ izt o gl

Az gl CAR) The Middle Characteristics

(azdiy daw

sisaall Sdiall The Weak Characteristics

Ll .'.Cl.aiiw clina Yl gl M (o)

From these categories, we can then divide the letters into similar classifications. Letters that are
strong (i3 23 —>) are those that have all the strong characteristics. An example of this is
sLtali. Weak letters (aa—> By, > are those that have all the weak characteristics in it. A
sample of a weak letter is shbe—o g} The intermediary letters

(o 2e L3y, >) are the letters that have a mixture of strong characteristics and weak

characteristics. An example of this is in eﬁU'l.

¥ The “galgalah” is considered by many to be a presented characteristic and not an intrinsic
characteristic, and such is the opinion of his eminence, Sheikh Dr. Ayman Swayd. It is for that
reason that the qalqalah was not explained in this section.
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